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Essential:

Berger, Peter. The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a (Socielogical Theory of
Religion. New York: Anchor Doubleday, 1967. Peter Berger’s classic study of
religion as a social phenomenon from the#sociology of knowledge« point of
view. In it, Berger explores how religion is one'facet of the process by which
human beings build a habitable »worlde, (or nomos) for themselves from the
chaos of sense experience, how they maintain and repair that world, and how
the world attains a feeling of objectivesreality, all through social processes.

Durkheim, Emile. The Elementary Fofms of Religious Life. New York: Oxford,
2001. The classic statement of Durkheim’s theory that the objects of religious
rituals are symbols whereby socicty represents itself to itself.

Eliade, Mircea. The Sacred and the Profane: The Nature of Religion. Willard
Trask, trans. Orlando: Harcourt, 1959. This is one of Eliade’s major
statements of his theory of religion as based in an experience of the sacred.
Written for a general readership, it uses accessible language and many

illustrations to set forth his ideas.

Frazer, James George. The Golden Bough. New York: Touchstone, 1995. During
his lifetime, Frazer expanded his magnum opus several times until it swelled to
a whopping 12 volumes. In 1922 he edited it down to two volumes and close to
900 pages in order to make it accessible. This is a reprint of that final, popular
edition. While the heft may seem forbidding, Frazer’s writing style is lively and
it moves along briskly. Please note: The full text of Frazer’s work is available

on the Internet.
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Freud, Sigmund. The Future of an Illusion. James Strachey, trans. New York:
Norton, 1989. A very brief book and written in a conversational style, this is
Sigmund Freud’s most influential statement of his theory of religion as a

neurosis directed toward an illusion.

-. Totem and Taboo. Routledge, 2001. Freud, like many scholars of his day, was
fascinated by the ethnographic reports coming in from Australia and elsewhere
regarding the worship of clan totems. In this book, he presents a psychological

analysis of these practices.

Geertz, Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures. New ed. New York: Basic
Books, 2000. Originally issued in 1973, this book contains a series of essays in
which Geertz lays out his basic approaches to culture, religion, and ideology . It
includes both an essay on his method of »thick description« and the now-classic

1Religion as a Cultural System."

Gross, Rita. Feminism and Religion: An Introduction: Boston: Beacon Press,
1996. A good, basic introduction tosthe history and content of the feminist
critique of religious studies and, itsy contributions to the discipline’s

methodology .
Hume, David. Dialogues and Natural History of Religion. New York: Oxford,

1999. This single volume ‘contains two of Hume’s studies on religion, the
Dialogues Concerning/Natural Religion and the Natural History of Religion,

along with his ownrautobiographical sketch and notes on the texts.
James, William. The Varieties of Religious Experience. New ed.

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1985. The source for William James’
pragmatic-phenomenological classification of religious experiences and the
distinction between healthy and unhealthy religion. The entire text of this
book, as well as his famous essay, 'The Will to Believe,« are available on the

Internet.

Jung, Carl Gustav. Psychology and Religion. Reprint ed. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1960. A transcript of the Terry Lectures delivered at Yale in
1938, this book uses a case-study of dream analysis to lay out Jung’s basic ideas

on religion.
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Leach, Edmund. Claude Lévi-Strauss. Reprint ed. Chicago: University Of
Chicago Press, 1989. A good, concise, readable, and somewhat tongue-incheek
introduction to the thoughts of Claude Lévi-Strauss. Given the inaccessibility

of Lévi-Strauss’s original work, it is better to start with this book.

Malinowski, Bronislaw. Magic, Science and Religion and Other Essays. Long
Grove: Waveland Press, 1992. While Malinowski’s other books such as
Argonauts of the Pacific might be better known among anthropologists, this is

his main statement on the nature of magic from a functionalist perspective.

Marx, Karl. The Portable Marx. New York: Penguin, 1983. Although Marx did
not write very much specifically on religion, this anthology contains the most
essential writings, including »Theses on Feuerbach« and rIntroduction to a
Contribution to a Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of the Right,« whence comes

his famous dictum that religion is »the opiate of the people."
Otto, Rudolf. The Idea of the Holy. John W. Harvey, trans. New York:

Oxford, 1958. The standard English translation of |Oftto’s classic Das Heilige, in
which he sets forth his theory thatereligion is founded on a particular kind of
experience as the human personencounters the holy. The holy is something
completely outside the ordinary worldfand evokes a unique response of both

awe and attraction; it is‘the mysterium tremendum et fascinans.

Pals, Daniel. Eight Theories.of Religion. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford, 2006. Pals
provides an excellent survey of eight theoretical perspectives on religion as
proposed by nine different thinkers since the late 19th century: E. B. Tylor, J.
G. Frazer, Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Mircea
Eliade, E. E. Evans-Pritchard, and Clifford Geertz. Each chapter presents the

basic outline of the theory, followed by analysis and critique.

Preus, J. Samuel. Explaining Religion: Criticism and Theory from Bodin to
Freud. New Haven: Yale, 1987. A classic study of the rise of religious studies
beginning with its break from theology in the 16th century to the present.
Preus’ thesis is that religious studies originated and subsisted for much of its
early history as a rejection of theology and conventional religious thought, and
for this early period took as its task the rexplanation« of religion’s origin and

continuing appeal.
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Saussure, Ferdinand de. Course in General Linguistics. Roy Harris, trans. Peru,
IL: Open Court Press, 1983. This book, which originated in a compilation of
lecture notes compiled by students of Saussure’s after his death, became a
classic that fundamentally altered the way people thought about language and
the way the human mind relates to the world. It provided the direct foundation
for symbolic anthropology, but has also influenced sociological, psychological,

and phenomenological thought about religion and culture as well.
Smith, Jonathan Z» .Religion, Religions, Religious« in Critical Terms for
Religious Studies. Mark C. Taylor, ed. Chicago: University of Chicago

Press, 1998, 269-84. A good, brief overview of the history of the word »religionc in
Western usage .

Stark, Rodney, and William Sims Bainbridge. A Theory of Religion. Reprint ed.
New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1996. This'is the original book in
which Stark and Bainbridge presented the fully-developed statement of their
rational choice theory of religion. This is a #eproduction of the original 1987
edition, which was published by a German firmithat put no effort into book
design or proofreading, and so it looksyvery bad, but the prose is crystal clear
and the presentation thorough and systematic. One will never be able to look
at religion the same way again afterreading it.

Stark, Rodney, and Roger Finke. Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of
Religion. Berkeley: University of| California Press, 2000. A primary resource
for rational choice theory in the'sociology of religion. The first part of the
book critiques many.aspects of older sociological theories of religion before
presenting the authors’ alternative in the second part.

Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. New York and
London: Routledge, 2001. This was Weber’s seminal contribution to the study
of the sociology of religion. Although his primary subject was economics, he
insightfully tied the rise of capitalism to the appearance of Protestantism and
its new view of human existence and labor value. It provided the foundation
for his later works on religion and economics in other parts of the world and
general theories on the sociology of religion.

Please note: The full text of this book is available on the Internet.

Supplementary:

Alles, Gregory D» . Toward a Genealogy of the Holy: Rudolf Otto and the
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Apologetics of Religion«. Journal of the American Academy of Religion

69/2 (June 2001), 323-41. A concise and accessible introduction to Rudolf Otto’s
thought which gives its outlines and its sources in Otto’s life and education.

Baird, Robert D. Category Formation and the History of Religions. 2nd ed.
Berlin: de Gruyter, 1996. Of interest to viewers of this course will be the first
chapter in which Baird lays out the typology of definitions that undergirds the
first lecture.

Berger, Peter L. A Rumor of Angels: Modern Society and the Rediscovery of the
Supernatural. New York: Anchor Books, 1970. While this slim book largely
expands on Berger’s theories as presented in The Sacred Canopy, it also
contains his defense against charges of undermining religion by subjecting it to
sociological analysis.

Boff, Leonardo. Introducing Liberation Theology. Marykanoll: Orbis, 1987. An
introduction to Liberation Theology by one of its founders{ This book includes
a historical overview of this movement, and an ac¢essible explication of its
basic concepts and applications.

Boon, James A. Other Tribes, Other Seribes: Symbolic Anthropology in the
Comparative Study of Cultures, Histories, Religions and Texts. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1983. Beswarned: This is a very difficult and
dense book to read, but if you have.the patience to work through it, you will
find it brimming with brilliant insights about almost every thinker considered
in this course and others besides. Boon is especially good at placing these
figures in juxtaposition and conversation with each other, and then adding his
own critical thoughtstabout the best way to read each of them so as to gain the
greatest benefit fromfthem. Out of print, but worth the hunt.

Clifford, James. The Predicament of Culture: Twentieth-Century Ethnography,
Literature, and Art. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988. A
fascinating anthology of articles on approaches to culture and the problems
they engender. This book includes a good account of the experience of
anthropologist Marcel Griaule among the Dogon in the French Sudan.

Copleston, Frederick Charles. History of Philosophy, Volume VI: Wolff to

Kant. Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1960. A volume in Copleston’s History of

Philosophy, and perhaps a bit dated, but still the chapters in this volume on Kant
represent one of the best and most lucid short introductions to the philosophy
of this very difficult thinker.
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Elder, Charles R» .The Freudian Critique of Religion: Remarks on its Meaning
and Conditions«. Journal of Religion 75/3 (July 1995), 347-70. This article does
a very good job of untangling the three distinct forms of argumentation that

Freud deploys in his Future of an Illusion.
Guyer, Paul, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Kant. Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1992. This is a collection of essays by noted Kant
scholars, each of which highlights some particular aspect of Kant’s thought. Of
particular interest is chapter 13, on Kant’s »rational theology« and his theory of
religion.

Jung, Carl Gustav. The Portable Jung. Joseph Campbell, ed. New York: Viking-
Penguin, 1971. A good selection of works by Jung designed to introduce the
reader to his major ideas: the collective unconscious, the structure of the

psyche, archetypes, and others.
Lambek, Michael, ed. A Reader in the Anthropology“of Religion. Oxford:

Blackwell Publishers, 2002. An anthology of several dozen seminal essays on
religion by almost all of the most eminent anthropelogists of the 20th century.
Each essay is accompanied by a helpfulintroduction that contextualizes it and

clarifies its main themes.

Manuel, Frank E. The Eighteenth Century Confronts the Gods. New York:
Atheneum, 1967. Out oferint, but if you can obtain this from your library, it is
a useful survey of the “18th-century philosophers’ responses to and

reinterpretation of traditional religion.

-. The Prophets of ParistyTurgot, Condorcet, Saint-Simon, Fourier, and Comte.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1962. This book, though now out of
print, is an excellent source for the thought of Auguste Comte, an otherwise
inaccessible and hard-to-read figure. The other philosophers whose names
appear in the subtitle are also worth knowing, as they provide the inspiration

and intellectual context for several other thinkers considered in this course.

Nelson, Richard K. Make Prayers to the Raven: A Koyukon View of the
Northern Forest. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986. A very readable
ethnography of the Koyukan Athabascan natives who live along the border of
Alaska and northwest Canada. The chapter entitled »The Watchful World«

provides a vivid description of an animist view of nature.

Proudfoot, Wayne, ed. William James and a Science of Religions:
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Reexperiencing the Varieties of Religious Experience. New York: Columbia
University Press, 2004. A collection of modern academic essays that reexamine
William James’s psychological theories of religion from both psychological and

philosophical angles. Most of the essays are accessible to the general reader.

Raboteau, Albert. Slave Religion: The »Invisible Institution« in the Antebellum
South. Updated ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. A classic
study of the religious life of slaves in the American South prior to the Civil
War, Raboteau draws on a wealth of recorded oral histories, memoirs (both
slave and white), newspaper accounts, and histories to draw a vivid, firsthand
account. This book demonstrates the complexity of religious attitudes among

slaves at this time.

Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. Structure and Function in Primitive Society. New York:
The Free Press, 1965. While a few chapters of this ‘book deal with religion
(taboo, totemism, and the function of religion generally), this is primarily the
vehicle for Radcliffe-Brown’s method of structural functionalism. It even has

two chapters on the function of jokes:

Saiving, Valerie» . Androcentrism in<Religious Studies« in Journal of Religion 56
(1976), 177-97. A widely noticed<and much-cited early criticism of
vandrocentrisme in religious studies. Saiving builds a strong case that this
perspective, which takes_the'male’as the norm for humanity in general, thus
treating the female as a,deviation from the norm, leads to bad scholarship by
distorting the entire scholarly process from initial data collection to final

interpretations.

Stark, Rodney. The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal, Jesus

Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few
Centuries. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1997. A classic study that
applies sociological theories and methods to understand the rapid rise and
acceptance of Christianity in the late Roman empire. A good example of

rational choice theory« in action.

Tavris, Carol. The Mismeasure of Woman: Why Women Are Not the Better
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Sex, the Inferior Sex, or the Opposite Sex. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1992. A
good, basic, and accessible study of social psychological attitudes toward
women in Western culture. It provides theoretical and empirical criticism of
the idea that men’s qualities and virtues represent the norm for all humanity,
making women both deviant and deficient. The opening, which imagines what
kind of self-help books might appear on the market for men if the situation

were reversed, is amusing and eye-opening.

Taylor, Mark C., ed. Critical Terms for Religious Studies. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1998. A collection of essays that focus on individual terms used
by scholars in religious studies, arranged alphabetically from »beliefc to
ywriting«. Especially helpful is Jonathan Z. Smith’s chapter, »Religion,
Religions, Religious."

Helpful Websites:

The Wabash Center Internet Guide. This site is run by the Wabash Center, a unit
of Wabash College dedicated to teaching and leasning in‘religious studies. The
page whose URL is previously listed is devoted, to providing up-to-date links
on a variety of topics related to religious studies. Going to the home page
(www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu) will also serve to introduce the interested
browser to the full range® of ), the Wabash Center’s offerings.
www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/resources/guide_headings.aspx

Anthropological Theories. Aywebsiteprepared by the Anthropology Department
at the University of Alabama to assist students in learning about
anthropological theories in a variety of subjects. www.as.ua.edu/ant/Faculty/
murphy/436/anthros.htm

Good Site for Sociologists on the Internet. A British website that provides helpful
pointers in tracking down information on sociology. www.le.ac.uk/education/
centres/ATSS/sites.html

Internet Resources for Religious Studies. A webpage maintained by the religion
department at Nazareth College that arranges helpful web links topically by
religious tradition (e.g., Buddhism, Sikhism, etc.) and disciplinary approach
(e.g., anthropology and sociology of religion, archeology, etc.). www.naz.edu/
dept/religious_studies/intres.html
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